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Lesson Overview

Students are introduced to an Aboriginal seasonal calendar and note the differences
between the seasons in different parts of Australia. They look at the weather and what
seasonal food is available to an Aboriginal community during the year. The students then
complete a seasonal cycle activity by adding their own illustrations. The Blue activity
challenges the students to create their own seasonal calendar, thinking of the changes in
the weather and lifestyle during the year in their local area. The black activity guides
students to locate information to discover the different seasonal variances around the
world.

Teaching and Learning Sequence

Lesson Introduction
Learning Intention




Students will be able to:

e Read an Aboriginal seasonal calendar.

e Note the differences between the seasons in different parts of Australia.

e Look at the weather and what seasonal food is available to an Aboriginal
community during the year.

o Identify days significant to them and communicate the elements common to most
special days. (rubric)

To stimulate interest and curiosity (engage), view the stimulus video Gunbalanya as a
class and answer the following questions:

e What season do you think it was in the video? Why?
e What three things do you remember from the video?

(Engage Explore Questioning)

With your class, view the map of Australia and explain that the red dot is Gunbalanya. It is
in the north or top end of Australia. Have students describe where in Australia they live.
Visit the websites about seasons in Australia.

(Engage Explore Questioning)

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples often follow their own calendars, which
describe their local weather, animals and plants. The people of Gunbalanya follow the
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Kunwinjku calendar which has six seasons. Take a close look at the Kunwinjku calendar
and zoom in on the different seasons. Discuss what food the people of Gunbalanya might
eat during the year.

(Engage Explore Questioning)
4

Follow the footsteps through the seasons and use the clues to draw pictures of some of
the food the children of Gunbalanya eat.

(Explore Metacognitive Strategies)

Students create an illustrated seasons calendar wheel for their local area, thinking of the
changes in the weather and lifestyle during the year.

(Explore Metacognitive Strategies)

Guide students to locate information to discover the different seasonal variances around
the world for America, India and Antarctica in December. Students add different places of
interest to their globe.

(Explore Explain Metacognitive Strategies)
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Thank you for 1Laking Year one. | hope you had/have a louely day :)

Sarah



